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ESPERANCE CUP 
Statement by Member for Roe 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [12.56 pm]: I would like to acknowledge the efforts of the Esperance Bay Turf Club, 
which managed to salvage an enjoyable Esperance Cup race day from the wreckage of what should have been the 
highlight of the 2021–22 racing season. Esperance Bay Turf Club president Ken Norton and his team, including 
172 club employees, worked to ensure that the race meeting went ahead despite the level 2 COVID-19 restrictions 
that were brought into effect the week before the 6 March event. 

With the total number of people allowed on track limited to 470, including club staff, the event lacked its usual 
carnival atmosphere. Esperance Bay Turf Club president Ken Norton said that the cup’s finances were hit by the 
restricted attendance, with takings estimated to be $135 000 to $150 000 less than expected. He said that the club 
is hopeful it will receive compensation from the state government to make up for the lost revenue. Importantly, 
the club would like attention paid to its Telstra coverage. While the club was trying to reorganise its main meeting 
of the year, a task involving multiple people and phone calls, the reception at the Bandy Creek track was so bad 
that staff were forced to go outside to make calls and access signals—hardly an efficient way for a major event to 
be organised. 

I would like to congratulate the Esperance Bay Turf Club for a job well done. I look forward to the next racing season 
being uninterrupted and held with improved telecommunications and support provided by the state government in 
lieu of income from those who would have attended had they been able to. 
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